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had their confidence, could secure a trustworthy ver-
sion. And this was usually secured only after a pro-
mise made to the keepers of these treasures not to
make them public in the islands.

'But notwithstanding these difficulties, some mis-
sionaries and others have succeeded in making large
collections of choice myths and songs, and I am not
without hope, that before very long we may succeed
in collecting them together for the formation of a
comparative mythology of Polynesia.

'Most of these legends and songs contain archaic
forms, both idioms and words, unknown to most of
the present generation of the people.

cThe way in which verbal accuracy in the trans-
mission of the legends and songs has been secured is
worth mentioning. In some islands all the principal
stories, indeed all which are of value, exist in two
forms, in prose and in poetry. The prose form gives
the story in simple language. The poetic gives it in
rhythm, and usually in rhyme also. The poetic form
is used as a check on the more simple and more
easily changed prose form. As it is easy to alter
and add to the prose account, that is never regarded
as being genuine, unless each particular has its poetic
tally. An omission or interpolation in the poetic
form would, of course, be easily detected. Thus the
people have recognised the fact that a poetic form is
more easily remembered than a prose form, and that
it is better adapted for securing the strict accuracy of
historical myths V

1 This throws a curious light on the Buddhist literature, wher%we
also find the same story told twice, once in metre (Ga"tha"), and once
in prose. See also Whitley Stokes, ' Calendar of Oengus/ 1880, p. 24.